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in nianv ccrirres all over the country. One of the oldest and best
known of these is the organisation in Poona called the Seva
Saiin, which continues to do splendid work. Among Moham-
medan? there is no cvjectio:: to the re-marriage of widows.

The rjst^r.1 ciptirdcJ: or the seclusion of women is a Moham-
medan custom, but it was also adopted by large numbers of
Hinaus, especially h Northern India. It is still widely practised
t>v the Mohammedan, and means that after eight or ten years of
age 5 girl rr^y not see any men except those of her own family.
A purdah woman either does not go out at all, or only in a closed
vehicle, or covered in a bag-like garment called a biirka. The
custom never gained much hold in the south of India or among
the agricultural classes, and with the spread of education and
modern ideas it is gradually breaking down. Even* year now sees
more Mohammedan women discarding purdah, while among the
Hindus progress has been very rapid. For this due credit must be
given to the impulse of the nationalist movement, which has
always stood for sex equality. Its leaders have encouraged women
to come out from seclusion and to take an active part in work for
the nationalist cause.

In spite of die disabilities of women in India the mother has
always exerted great influence within the home, and the love and
respect shown to her by her sons is perhaps unequalled in any
other country. Among the middle classes it is she who controls
the purse, and her advice is sought in all difficulties. Her early
training is a severe one, but it results in giving her the dignity,
gentleness, and selflessness which are the charm of so many Indian
women.

At the time of the establishment of British rule, education for
women was not considered either necessary or desirable, and the
modern education and emancipation of Indian womanhood is the
direct result of impact with the West It dates from the opening
of the first schools for girls by missionaries and by Government
in the early part of the nineteenth century. But there were
learned and cultured women in India centuries ago, just as there